
In 1990, Sharon sued her father, a
retired FBI agent and nationally
recognized child abuse expert in
Denver District Court, for child
abuse that had occurred decades
earlier. Hers was one of the first of a tidal

wave of cases to be heard, won and

reported in the national media. Marlo Thomas

portrayed Sharon’s life story in a CBS television

movie, Ultimate Betrayal (1994), that is still

being shown around the world. She is

responsible for getting The Child Abuse

Accountability Act passed in 1994 in

Washington, DC. Sharon worked closely with

Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder to

accomplish this. Now, federal pensions can

be garnished for child abuse judgments.

Sharon earned a Bachelor of Science degree

in Chemistry and Biology from Marygrove

College in Detroit, MI, and a Masters of

Education degree from Harvard University.

Rather than complete her Ph.D. program at

Harvard, Sharon elected to share her story

and utilize the media to educate the public

on generational transmission of violence.

Sharon uses her personal journey and

professional background to educate about

preventing abuses of power and interrupting

cycles of violence. Her strength lies in

possessing an ability to translate a childhood

of violence into a stream of knowledge and

a river of hope that both instructs and inspires.
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This event is open to the public.

For more information, contact
Diane Puhl, Director of Alumni Relations
at 313-927-1443.

Sharon Rodgers Simone ’67
“Hope has a longer half-life than violence”
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